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Ageing in place on a small island 

Living on a small island has its joys and 

challenges. Getting older on a small 

island is no different but many of us 

want to remain here as we age and 

luckily there are some kind volunteers 

and services enabling us to do just that. 
 

Coochie Community Shopping Service 
 
 

When the need for assistance to keep 

older residents in their homes on the 

island for as long as possible was 

identified, the Coochie Community 

Shopping Service was born. 
 

It’s self funded by shoppers who pay $10 

each per shop. The vehicle used by the 

service was supplied by a gaming 

authority grant.  
 

The service is run by up to a dozen 

volunteers from Coochiemudlo Island 

who pack groceries,        Cont’d p. 2...  

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cont’d p. 2… 
 
 
 
 

Prescription Pick up and Delivery 

Service to Coochie 
 

 

Victoria Point Pharmacy (Pelican’s 

Nest Shopping Centre, Colburn Ave) 

delivers prescription medication to 

Coochie with the assistance of the 

Progress Association and Amity 

Trader’s ferry service. 
 

The pharmacy provides a donation to 

the Progress Association for each 

delivery made. 
 

Easy 4 Step process: 
 

1. Call the Pharmacy to arrange 

payment options 3207 7481 
 
 

2. Sign and date script and if 

you’d prefer generic brands 

place a ‘G’ on the script 

                                   Cont’d page 2… 

Kindly sponsored by 

 

07 3206 8633 
admin@BayIslandTransport.com.au 

www.BayIslandTransport.com.au 

Servicing the Redlands and all Bay Islands since 1974 

 

Story & Photograph by 

Rachael Krinks 
 

Unit recently, each 

morning wandering to the 

ferry I saw a lady dressed 

in a shirt and long white 

skirt with running shoes 

and socks, walking around 

the island supported by her 

walking frame. Each time 

she was accompanied by a 

black and white dog, who 

protectively walked beside 
 

                  Cont’d page 4…  

Freddie and Margaret: A Love Story… 
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Want to know when it's low or high tide?   Try this! 
 

http://tides.willyweather.com.au/qld/brisbane/coochiemudlo-island.html 

 

 Recreation Club News 
 

The main news this month is by the time you’re reading this 

I should have signed off on the Op Shop and received the 

keys, as will the Gym and the Men's Shed.  

 

The three-way Community shed building is being fitted out.  

The old sheds will be demolished and a car parking area will 

be made in their space. An official opening is planned when 

the area is ready for inspection and full use. More on the 

new buildings next month! 

 

Regards Denise, President 

 

   

 

Photograph of the 

month… 
 

 
 

“And then I looked up.” – Angela Thomsett 

Coochie Community Shopping Service Cont’d 
 

…drive the shopping bus and deliver groceries to people’s 

kitchens. 
 

The Shopping Service runs every 2
nd

 Wednesday and Friday 

(Recycle Bin Week) and is based at Coles Supermarket 

(Victoria Point) because Coles allows the service to use their 

freezers and cold-rooms.  
 

To use this service you MUST have either reached 

Retirement Age (65) or receive a Mobility Impaired 

Pension. Shoppers need to provide insulated Styrofoam 

boxes, eskies and/or bags so your shopping can be packed 

for transporting. The Shopping Service can supply boxes at 

a cost of $4 each. 
 

Shoppers need to make their own way to the shops on the 

shopping days. Shopping should be completed by 11:30am 

and the volunteers help pack your boxes for delivery on the 

island after 2:30pm. If you’re shopping at Coles, go to the 

checkout at one end (Coles gives the shopping service a 

checkout). 
 

The volunteers will be there to help pack your boxes. The 

boxes are stored in Coles cold-room while the volunteers 

have some lunch, then they pick up the boxes and load them 

into the van, ready to catch the 2:30pm barge back to 

Coochie and deliver them to your home. If shoppers prefer 

to use Aldi or Woolworths, you’ll need to get your shopping 

to the volunteers before 11:30am. 
 

On Tuesday and Thursday afternoons two volunteers take 

the bus around the island to pick up boxes/bags for shoppers 

who are unable to get them to the service on shopping day 

due to illness, infirm or no vehicle. In special cases the 

shopping service will help with your shopping during short-

term illness/disability where possible. Info:-   
 

Geoff Bachus 0407 777 221 (President)  

Andrew Ross 0407 746 606 (Secretary) 

 

Coochie Prescription Pick Up  
 

Cont’d from Page 1 
 

 

3. Place script in drop box outside Surf Life 

Saving Club Coochie by 9:45am 

Thursday morning. 

4. Pick up scripts from your Coochie 

Progress Assoc rep at the head of the jetty 

between 4:40 and 5:00pm every 

Thursday. 

 

For more information contact 
 

 

Victoria Point Pharmacy 3207 7481 
 
 

Or your Coochie Progress Association Reps: 
 

Bev  3207 8315   

Simon 0404 758 487  

Roger 0448 528 863 

“And then I looked up” – Photograph by Angela 

Thomsett 

http://tides.willyweather.com.au/qld/brisbane/coochiemudlo-island.html
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Coochiemudlo Island Progress Association News 
 

 

Throughout 2018 the Progress Association 

was about re-defining itself and setting 

goals to better serve the Coochie 

community. 
 

Island defibrillators became the first goal, 

already over $1000 has been raised in 

conjunction with the First Responders, thanks to 

a very successful quiz night and the Christmas 

Eve raffle. 
 

Initial proposals include the ongoing parking 

issues, however accepting that more parks 

cannot be created without some destruction, the 

group is investigating a bus service on the island 

and a car share company on the mainland.  
 

Registered golf buggies for the island is another 

challenge and gratefully Kim Richards MP for 

Redlands has already joined this discussion. 
 

Support for the First Responders on the island is 

a priority and we are looking at the possibility 

of developing a grant application to create A4 

fridge magnets that clearly list the contacts 

available for support and help in difficult 

situations. This would be available for all 

islanders and also form part of a welcome pack 

for new-comers.  
 

Coochiemudlo Progress Facebook page has 

been updated and will hopefully become a 

communication facility for information and 

ideas. 
 

Suggestions are always welcome as are new 

members to ensure there is always positive 

representation of our island community. 
 

Current committee members are  
 

Craig Carter, Andrew Symes, Roger Freeman, 

Simon Beatty, Russell and Gabrielle 

Austenberry, Carrie Anderson, Peter Kroll and 

Heather Smith. 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Coochie Island News each month straight to your email inbox! 

Email smallislandstories@gmail.com or Subscribe https://smallislandstories.com/coochieislandnews/ 

 

Book Review: Book of Clay 
 

Review by Kylie Purdie 
https://www.facebook.com/littleblackmarks/ 
 

What an amazing book. Prepare to fall in love 

with the Dunbar boys and their story.  
 

 

With their mother dead and their father gone, it’s left 

to the five Dunbar boys to raise themselves in 

Sydney. While the story is largely Clay’s, the second 

youngest of the boys, the eldest Matthew tells the 

story, providing an interesting point of view. The 

timeline jumps around a bit, but if you are willing to 

stick with the first 60 pages, you adjust to and 

become absorbed by the story.  
 

 

Zusak’s writing is exquisite. Short, sharp chapters 

which pack in so much meaning, are lyrical, almost 

poetical and like any good author, he produces 

sentences that you have to go back and re-read. If you 

loved the Book Thief, Book of Clay will not 

disappoint. 

 

Experiment #1 with Siri 

Hey Siri, tell me a joke 
 

I couldn’t figure out why the baseball kept getting larger.  Then it hit me. 

mailto:smallislandstories@gmail.com
https://smallislandstories.com/coochieislandnews/
https://www.facebook.com/littleblackmarks/
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Coastcare Update: SEMP 
 

Addressing Shoreline Erosion on Coochiemudlo 
 

 
 

Six years after a storm surge from ex-TC Oswald devastated 

our eastern beaches we’re finally closer to officially 

confirming the cause of continued erosion that threatens the 

island economy and its rich biodiversity. 
 

 

A Shoreline Erosion Management Plan (SEMP) being 

developed by consultancy firm BMT WBM for Redland 

City Council will recommend mitigation action in a 

document to be released soon.   Locals provided valuable 

information at an Open House last year and a Community 

Reference Group, chaired by Deputy Mayor, Cr Lance 

Hewlett plays a continuing role. See meeting notes 

https://yoursay.redland.qld.gov.au/Coochiemudlo-Island-

Shoreline-Erosion-Management-Plan/documents 

 

An earlier erosion study in 2015 found the eastern shoreline 

receding and noted five rocky outcrops or headlands 

“assisting to control the alignment of the beach.”  
 

 

The report suggests a “do-nothing” approach would be 

unacceptable to the community because of the risk of eastern 

beaches becoming substantially narrower over time, and 

their composition gradually changing to becoming 

predominately mudflat.   

https://coochiemudloislandcoastcare.org.au/2017/07/21/erosi

on-on-coochie/ 
 
 

Coastcare has advocated strongly for a whole of island 

SEMP including Red Rock, Golf Course, Morwong and 

Main Beaches. During visits to the Council Chamber there’s 

been support from Mayor Williams and other councillors 

who recognise the economic value of Coochie’s bush-lined 

sandy beaches and diverse ecosystems, not just to Redlands 

Coast, but greater south-east Queensland. See 

https://coochiemudloislandcoastcare.org.au/about/ 
 
 

We should never under-estimate the value of our Melaleuca 

Wetlands, part of the Moreton Bay Ramsar site as after the 

storm surge it provided the stimulus for a federally-funded 

rescue package. SEQ Catchments led the collaborative 

project with Council and Coastcare while contractors spent 

six weeks shifting sand, setting trees upright and re-instating 

beach access. Coastcarers planted 6,500 trees, grasses and 

shrubs.  The work continues today.   
 

 

If you’d like to assist please contact  
 

Graeme  0413352511 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo of courtesy Gary Sheehy, photo provided 

to Coochie Island News by Coastcare 

 

Freddie and Margaret 

A Love Story Cont’d from Page 1… 
 

her and waited patiently if she fell behind. We got 

chatting and Margaret introduced me with a 

beaming smile to Freddie. One day, at an 

intersection after their walk I noticed that Margaret 

turned left to head home, and the dog turned right, 

to walk up the hill in the opposite direction. I 

realised Freddie was not her dog. Curious, I asked 

around.  
 

 

Freddie started walking with Margaret when he 

was 4 years old. Margaret had begun walking 

David Paxton’s dog Toby. Freddie, who liked 

Toby, began to tag along. When Toby died, 

Freddie kept going, becoming Margaret’s shadow.  
 
 

Freddie was so besotted with Margaret that until 

recent years, Freddie would walk to Margaret’s 

house and accompany her around the island 7 days 

a week! Ray and Maria, Freddie’s family, would 

wake at 5:30am each day to let him out and 

wherever they moved to on the island, Freddie kept 

up his daily walks with Margaret. 
 

 

One day, Margaret dropped in a card for Freddie 

and asked his family to read it to him. It explained 

she was going on holiday and when she’d be back. 

Freddie moped while she was away and knew 

when she was back, sitting at the door wanting to 

be let out on the exact day she returned. 
 

 

A few years back a storm whipped Coochie. 

“Freddie began busting out of the house and over 

the fence to get to Margaret. We went and got him 

but he kept busting out. In the end we let him stay 

there because he wanted to look after her” Maria 

and Ray said.                                     

                                                   Cont’d page 7… 

 

 

 
 

 

https://yoursay.redland.qld.gov.au/Coochiemudlo-Island-Shoreline-Erosion-Management-Plan/documents
https://yoursay.redland.qld.gov.au/Coochiemudlo-Island-Shoreline-Erosion-Management-Plan/documents
https://coochiemudloislandcoastcare.org.au/2017/07/21/erosion-on-coochie/
https://coochiemudloislandcoastcare.org.au/2017/07/21/erosion-on-coochie/
https://coochiemudloislandcoastcare.org.au/about/
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CCoooocchhiiee  CCoonnttrraaccttoorrss  
 

    How can we help? 
 

 

 Machinery Hire  Property Maintenance 

 Island Deliveries  Landscaping 

 Project Management  Handyman Services 

 Got a problem?  We can solve it 
                                  

                            Call 

                              00449977  995555  550000  
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Navigating the challenges of island life with Bay 

Island Transport 
 

Bay Island Transport is a local, family owned business 
established in 1974.  They offer a diverse range of transport 
solutions to all the Bay Islands and the Redlands area. 
 

Darren and Louise Gearing purchased the business in April 2016 
and the business is thriving under their passion and commitment 
for great service.  The fleet of vehicles are a mix of refrigerated 
vehicles, furniture removal trucks, vans, large and small 
enclosed trucks, and crane trucks.  They employ local residents 
and are themselves 20 year residents of the Redlands.  
 

Bay Island Transport pick-up from all retailers and suppliers as 
well as private residences.  So whether it’s new or second hand 
whitegoods, appliances, tv’s and electrical goods, furniture, 
bedding, construction materials, hardware, tiles, turf, timber etc. 
the team at Bay Island Transport can pick-up and deliver to your 
door.  The business is professional, reliable and fully insured. 
 

Bay Island Transport service the mainland and the islands of 
Coochiemudlo, Russell, Macleay, Lamb, Karragarra, and North 
Stradbroke.   
 

So if you’re after professional and friendly service and are keen 
to support a local business please feel free to contact the team 
at Bay Island Transport. 
 
 

 

 

Louise and Darren Gearing, 
Bay Island Transport 

 

119 Giles Rd, Redland Bay QLD 4165 

 

07 3206 8633 
 

www.BayIslandTransport.com.au 

 

 

http://www.bayislandtransport.com.au/
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What I love about Coochie is…. being able to 

live and work in a small community and have a 

lesser impact in the world, and to have a swim at 

lunchtime. 
 

As a child I was…. small and nervous. 
 

I’m inspired by … honesty and people who 

speak their minds regardless of the outcome. 
 

The question I’m most often asked is… is that 

haircut for real? 
 

What I’m loving right now is… playing music 

with good friends, listening to music with good 

friends and finding new music… 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
 

 

On The Hammock With … Steve O’Hara! 

Freddie and Margaret 
 

Cont’d from Page 4… 
 

The storm had wrenched off a branch from a 

gum, smashing the guttering of Freddie’s home. 

“The next day when the sun came out, he came 

home to us” Maria said.  
 

“In summer he’d be puffing and panting going 

up the hill and I’ll be rung by a neighbour to 

say ‘He’s a bit puffed, Come and pick him up.’ 

They used to walk further when they were both 

younger” Maria said. 
 
 

I last saw Freddie walking up the hill, tired and 

happy which is when the Page 1 photograph 

was taken. I was so struck by his obvious love 

and care for Margaret as I watched them walk 

together I have always wanted to write a story 

about this beautiful relationship. I noticed as 

they parted at the intersection and Freddie 

began to walk home up the hill past my house, 

that he remained ever vigilant about Margaret’s 

welfare. If someone further down the road 

stopped to talk to her, Freddie would turn 

around and watch patiently until Margaret 

moved off again, safely heading home.  
 

 

Freddie and his family have moved off the 

island now. Maria says “Freddie misses his 

morning walks with Margaret. He is still sad 

about it. He just lays around now of a morning 

sulking” although he’s generally a happy dog. 
 

 

Margaret says “I miss Freddie too. He was my 

motivation for walking although he was getting 

old too. I was wondering which of us would 

collapse first!” Margaret said smiling. 

 

 

Steve O’Hara 

Register for the annual Coochie Curlew Count 
Saturday 9 Feb 4:30pm-8 

Help search for the bush stone-curlews that call 
Coochiemudlo Island home. Booking: required 

For info/ to Register Phone Indigiscapes  

07) 3824 8611    Ages: All welcome    
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Isle of Coochie Golf Club 
 

Asking a golfer to tell you their proudest moment 

playing golf is like asking a fisherman what was the biggest 

fish they ever caught.  The first thing that happens is their 

eyes glaze over and they smile.  But the proudest moment 

for the members of the Isle of Coochie Golf Club is their 

Juniors.   
 

Every week a group of dedicated golfers give free tuition to 

these young athletes, many who want to be the next Jason 

Day.  Golf teaches them sportsmanship, etiquette, discipline 

in a healthy environment and it’s fun.   
 

The Isle of Coochie golf course was built by Doug Morten, 

his friend Les Walker and a group of island residents on an 

old WW2 army site at the western side of the island.  
 

Visitors are always welcome but won't want to leave.  

 

The course is still run by dedicated volunteers and is a true 

jewel in Coochiemudlo Island’s crown. 
 
 

isleofcoochiegolfclub@yahoo.com.au 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Whales, dolphins, kangaroos 
and koalas at your doorstep 

 

Classic Island Beach Shack 
Point Lookout 

North Stradbroke Island 
 

No need to bring the car!  
The house is set in the middle 
of Point Lookout’s attractions & 

amenities including cafes, 
restaurants, shops, surf 

beaches and scenic walks.   
Right opposite the Gorge Walk 

and bus stop! 
 

Sleeps 5 from $200 p/night 
(minimum 2 nights) 

 

0407 478 301 
 

petejkelleher@gmail.com  

Sherryn Filip 
Marriage Celebrant 

 

 
I live on beautiful Coochiemudlo 
Island and perform weddings all 

over South East Queensland. 
 

I can design a ceremony 
especially for you, unique and 
fun, short and sweet, it’s your 

day, fill it with awesome 
memories! 

Gsfilip.wix.com/sfilipcelebrant 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Sher
ryn-Maree-Filip-Marriage-

celebrant-839352972806121/ 

0407 531 400 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

www.campfire.coop  
 
 

Coaching for 
personal discovery 

 
 

I offer confidential coaching - for 
personal or work purposes, 
supporting you to discover and 
learn with deep listening and 
questions. Please contact Moze 
Crozier at moze@campfire.coop  
if you are curious to learn more. 
 

 
 

 

 

Golf Club Juniors, photo provided by Jacquie 

Christensen 

 

Flayed bark, smooth green trunk. 
 

Trees shed their history like snakes 
 

or bold divorcees 
 

-  Rachael Krinks 

 

mailto:isleofcoochiegolfclub@yahoo.com.au
mailto:petejkelleher@gmail.com
http://gsfilip.wixsite.com/sfilipcelebrant
https://www.facebook.com/Sherryn-Maree-Filip-Marriage-celebrant-839352972806121/
https://www.facebook.com/Sherryn-Maree-Filip-Marriage-celebrant-839352972806121/
https://www.facebook.com/Sherryn-Maree-Filip-Marriage-celebrant-839352972806121/
http://www.campfire.coop/
mailto:moze@campfire.coop
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News from Curlew Cafe 
 
Anyone visiting Coochiemudlo Island for the first 
time in a while will notice a big change as soon 
as they set foot on the island. The Coochiemudlo 
Island Kiosk has not just had a name change but 
a total revamp!  
 

The new deck opens up amazing views of the 
Bay. The outside has been painted with a fresh 
maritime theme and chic new white furniture and 
soft furnishings are keeping visitors comfortable. 
 

Inside, new fryers, oven, and safety flooring 
throughout as well as better ventilation is 
creating a cooler working environment for staff. 
The layout has been reorganised and new 
lighting creates a relaxed atmosphere. Next door 
there is a new toilet with disabled access and 
baby change facilities for family convenience. 
There are more changes to come, these will be 
done gradually so as not to disturb staff and 
customers. Curlew Cafe and the next door 
property will be joined to create a ‘HUB’ for 
Coochiemudlo Island.  Always open to 

suggestions and welcome your feedback! 

 

 

Friday Nights at Curlew Café ~ Bookings 07 3207 7207  

www.curlewcafe.com 
 

Friday night dinners at Curlew Café are becoming an island must-do. The café serves 2 courses for $30 
and the menu varies each week, always including meat, chicken, seafood and vegetarian options. 

 

 

Please book early to secure a table – early bookings also help the Café with catering and staffing. 
 
 

Blackboard Specials  on weekends - keep an eye out for them! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Seafood Baskets & Picnic Packs! 
 

Our takeaway food packs are the perfect choice for 
sitting on the beach with friends enjoying 

a sunset with a glass of wine! 
 

Seafood Baskets 
 

 

Seafood Basket for One ………………….. $15.00 
(served with 1 scoop chips OR salad) 
 
 

 

Seafood Basket for Two…………………… $30.00 
(served with scoop chips) 
(salad small extra $6) (salad large extra $9) 
 

 
 

Seafood Basket for Four………………….. $55.00 
(served with 3 scoop chips) 
(salad small extra $6) (salad large extra $9) 
 

 

 
 

Picnic Packs 
 

Pack One………………………………………….. $40.00 save $6 
2 panko barramundi, 2 coconut prawns, 2 sea scallops, 
6 calamari, 2 scoop chips, tub seafood sauce  
(salad small extra $6) (salad large extra $9) 
 
Pack Two………………………………………….. $40 save $7 
12 baby whiting, 6 calamari, 6 chicken nuggets, 2 
scoop chips, tub seafood sauce. 
(salad small extra $6) (salad large extra $9) 

 
Pack Three……………………………………….. $55.00 save $12 
12 baby whiting, 6 calamari, 5 sea scallops, 5 coconut 
prawns, 2 scoop chips, tub seafood sauce 
(salad small extra $6) (salad large extra $9) 

 

 

http://www.curlewcafe.com/
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Fishing News 
 

By Michael Des David 
 

Happy New Year! An achievable New Year’s 

resolution is to catch a feed of fish at least eight 

out of the ten times that you go fishing. Is this 

achievable? Yes, I believe it is, because if I can do 

it so can you! 
 
 

I have a few tips to share with you as well as a 

fishing report on what’s biting. Let me know if this 

has been helpful on the “Coochiemudlo Squire” 

Facebook page. 
 

 

 
 

 

Fishing Tip: Whiting 
 

If you are targeting whiting from the beach, avoid 

walking or standing in the water. They generally feed 

two to three meters from the edge and are easily 

spooked. Sometimes I choose to sit down and fish so 

that  they don’t see me.  
 
 

The best time to catch the really big whiting is at 

dusk and on an incoming tide fishing over a yabbie 

bank. Use fresh bait that you can source yourself, 

such as, pippies, yabbies or crabs. Cast in slowly 

retrieve by lifting your rod; lowering and reeling in 

the slack. Repeat until your bait is out of the water. 

You will catch fish even in water with a depth of 50 

mm. Remember to stand very still.  
 
 

My shore rig for whiting is a pea size sinker, swivel 

and a leader of at least a meter long. A thin leader of 

6 lbs is best under these conditions. If I am drifting 

the banks in a boat then my rig will be a paternoster 

rig with a small sinker on the bottom with two hooks. 

The trick to stop the two hooks from twisting round 

the main line is to use a leader of at least 20 lbs; the 

thicker line will be less likely to tangle. With the 

moving bait, the fish will not be put off by the thicker 

line. Squid is a great bait when drift fishing. A small 

piece of squid (3 mm wide and 30 mm long) on a 

long shank hook will catch plenty of fish without the 

need to re-bait after every one you catch.  
 

 

Fishing Report: 

Sweetlip are biting on the shallow reefs. I suggest fishing 

on the northern side of Coochiemudlo in 1.5 m to 3 m of 

water with no bigger than a pea sized sinker. Recommend 

bait would be prawns or thin strips of squid. When you 

have a fish on, reel in quickly because they will reef if 

given a chance to take line. You will catch plenty of 30-35 

cm fish for a feed but if you are after the bigger ones then I 

suggest drifting with a soft plastic just past the reef. Don’t 

drift over the reef or you will become snagged. Further 

options are to drift the flats with soft plastics for flathead 

or walk the shore line casting lures.  
 

Keep moving and don’t stand in one place when fishing for 

flathead. Whiting and bream are also a great shore based 

option.  
 

So, tight lines until next time... 

 

 

Meet the Makers  
Jacqui Creswell’s Weaving 

Workshops 
By Rachael Krinks 
 
 

Jacqui Creswell is a Coochie resident and regular 

exhibitor at Redlands Art Gallery. Using natural fibres 

from Coochie such as palm inflorescence, morning 

glory and cat’s claw, and random and sculptural 

weaving techniques, Jacqui creates beauty from 

creeping vines and found objects.  
 

Late last year I attended one of Jacqui Creswell’s weaving 

workshops. After my Sunday sleep in I wandered to her 

street and opened her gate. Her yard is not grass, it’s a 

ramblers heaven with a bark strewn winding path that 

takes me past a chook house to her door. 
 
 

I spot her wild pineapples growing. Amazing sculptural 

plants – she just puts the heads of pineapples in her garden 

when she is finished with eating them. Jacqui just places 

them in some soil and they grow. Amazing. I am going to 

try this at home. 
 

 

Upstairs in Jacqui’s cottage I join a small group of women 

in a gentle space used only for weaving and yoga classes. 

Over coffee we’re coached in wrangling and weaving 

island vines and found objects into baskets of wild beauty. 
 
 

I find it hard to understand the weaving technique from 

Jacqui’s demonstration because I learn by doing. My 

middle aged eyes in my reading glasses (ready for my 

close up weaving work) are also struggling in the low lit 

room to see what her fast fingers are doing. Yet with a bit 

more coaching from Jacqui I pick it up and begin weaving 

vine through the ribs of my basket.     Cont’d Page 13... 
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https://coochiehub.com/community/coo

chie-foodies/  
 

We are a coop, 24+ people from different tribes on the island and we 

deliver YOUR CHOICE out of 600 products fortnightly on the island.  
 

You order as you wish, we combine the orders, get wholesale organic & 

chemical free prices and bring it to the Island by 5 pm on every 2
nd

 

Wednesday. If you can, once every 8 weeks you help pack for 1.5 hours. 

People collect their goods and pay the bill and that is it.  
 

There are other jobs than packing and it is ok to do nothing for a while. 

The above website has LOTS of detail. We also sell honey, breads, silk 

bags and MIRACLE spray (all purpose non-chemical cleaning) and dog 

food and toilet paper!  Go to the website and follow the contact details.  
 

 

Jock Allan Memorial Gym 
 

By David Brown 
 

We now have the keys to the new gym! 
 

From here, we are hoping to pick up the 

flooring for the gym later this week and 

fit it over the weekend.  Once that is in, 

we can move the equipment that we are 

keeping from the old shed into the new 

shed, then we just need to agree a time 

for the new equipment to be delivered 

and installed.  We then need to sort out 

things like security and access for 

members, fans, a new cupboard etc. 
 

At this stage we are hoping to have an 

"Open Day" in mid Feb, for members 

and prospective members to come and 

have a look at the new equipment and see 

how it works and then open the gym up 

to members old and new.  Remember 

2019 membership is due from 28 Feb, so 

we will have some announcements about 

that also coming soon. 
 

We will be updating you as soon as we 

can pin down the dates for opening.  

 

 

https://coochiehub.com/community/coochie-foodies/
https://coochiehub.com/community/coochie-foodies/
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Welcome to Your Island Home  

 

Discover the magic of Moreton Bay from your  
beachside retreat at Gindabara  

  
 

Gindabara is an exceptional holiday stay if you're looking to get away from it all with a group 
and connect with nature.  Gindabara is a whole-venue hire. You have sole use.  
 

Gindabara acreage caters for those big occasions - family gatherings, special events and 
corporate retreats.  Able to sleep 14 to 20+ guests, Gindabara's modern self-contained units, 
multiple indoor and outdoor dining and leisure areas and easy beach access offer the luxury of 
privacy and space to be together. 

  

Nestled against the beachfront on secluded sub-tropical Coochiemudlo Island, in the heart of 
the Redlands Coast, the tranquil sea lapping at the shore, warm sunny weather and stunning 
views of nearby islands will make you want to stay forever. 
  

  
 

Get Connected 
 

Your Family or Corporate Island Retreat  
 

The surrounding Moreton Bay marine park is nature's playground where you can spot dolphins, 
dugongs, turtles, sting rays and birds from the water or the shore. There's so much to see and do from 
your home base on Coochie. Make the most of your time getting to know the local wildlife, island 
hopping, swimming, snorkelling, kayaking, boating, fishing, bird watching and taking leisurely beach and 
bush walks. The island is only 5 km around and its unbroken beachfront, mangroves and emerald fringe 
are fascinating places to explore.   

Get in Touch  
0488 886 000 

 info@gindabara.com.au 
https://www.gindabara.com.au/contact-us 

 

mailto:info@gindabara.com.au
https://www.gindabara.com.au/contact-us
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Wake Up Call 
 

 
A woman whom I know well, 

though her name I cannot tell, 
approached me at first light. 

Her eyes were heavy with night 
and, at the corner of one, 

reflecting the dawning sun, 
hung a perfectly pink pearl. 

On her cheek was a fine swirl 
of carmine drawn on her skin, 

that glowed from the heat within. 
Her presence was so intense 

it flooded every sense. 
 
 

In a firm familiar voice 
she offered me a choice: 

she said, “I shall give my all 
and have nothing I can call 

Self, but you too must commit. 
Are you really up for it?” 

 
I faltered, and the perfect pearl 
at the eye of that beauteous girl 
lost its luster and became a tear, 

and then doggy whiskers in my ear. 
 

30 October 2016 
 

David Paxton 
 

Meet the Makers Cont’d 
Continued from page 10… 
 

It strikes me later that the process of building the frame or ribs of 

the basket and then consciously and carefully weaving its body into 

place, is somewhat like what I am attempting to do as a childless 

single woman.  
 

 

I am trying to consciously create a life for myself out of the bare 

bones of my life (work, home, repeat), in a way that women with 

children do not seem to have to do. They seem to work, go home, 

repeat but also have a rich textured deeply layered family life that 

softens and comforts and adds flesh to their bare bones. At least 

that is how it seems when viewed from the outside. My existence 

seems thinner. Barer somehow. Like I am more ribs or bones than 

soft skin and tender textures. We childless ones have to very 

consciously weave magic into the bones of our lives just as I am 

weaving this vine onto the ribs of my basket.  
 

 

As I weave I am consciously and carefully making adjustments 

when plans don’t work out, taking beauty where I find it and 

finding ways to fill the gaps. 

 

 
 

We pause for a hearty lunch of potato and leek soup with pumpkin 

bread, then continue our alchemy. 
 

 

My basket is weaved from cat’s claw growing wild on my island 

and an old orange fishing net crusted with shells and coral.  

Lilybelle my island cat thinks it will make a very cosy cat bed! 
 

 
 

Next Weaving Workshop Sunday 17
th

 March 2019 

Contact Jacqui Creswell 
 

jcresswell1@bigpond.com 

 

 

Found objects, gathered and 

photographed by Rachael Krinks 

mailto:jcresswell1@bigpond.com
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Why I market real estate properties without a price 

What is my home worth? What do you think you can 

get for it? These are the two questions most often 

asked any real estate agent.   
 

Once you have worked in the real property industry for 

a few years, the only true answer you can give is “what 

the market will pay”. 
 

Sounds like a cop out?  Not really if you understand the 

market.  Of course an agent looks at land values as an 

underlying price guide, and also what it might cost to 

build the home again, as well as recent comparable 

sales.  But that is only part of the process.  Buying a 

home is an emotional journey.  There is a buyer to 

emotionally connect with a home - somewhere.  When a 

buyer falls in love with a property, getting the right price 

is always easier. 
 

Then if you add an island into the mix, you really start 

to complicate things.   
 

Very often, the local perception of what an island 

property is worth is very low.  Perhaps people have 

owned a property for many years, and bought it for a 

song, so find it difficult to comprehend how things 

might have changed.  
 

As Redlands mainland prices continue to soar (despite 

what happens in our capital cities), many want to cash in 

on the trend but find they don’t want to spend all their 

hard earned profit on their next purchase, and they 

would like a more relaxed lifestyle for the next stage of 

their life.  These buyers see a whole different value in an 

island property.  And an island sings to their emotions.  

Even better, these buyers are usually cashed up and 

don’t need bank finance to buy, so valuation hurdles 

don’t need to be overcome.   
 

Southern buyers add a third and interesting perspective.  

They are usually very financially secure and price is not 

key - the location, lifestyle and standard of home are 

their priorities, and by southern standards, any 

Queensland island represents exceptional value. 

So who do you price your home for?  The locals, 

Redlands buyers or interstate buyers?  Difficult 

question.  If you price for locals, you are 

undervaluing what may be your primary asset.  If you 

price for southerners, no one will come to look. 

 

So presenting a property for sale without a price 

allows an experienced agent to work with the buyers 

at hand, and extract from them the value they see in a 

property.   Buyers who are serious about finding the 

right home are not looking at price, but looking for a 

particular style or configuration.  Sheds and outdoor 

living spaces are always high on the priority list.  2 

bathrooms are also a plus. 

 

As property prices increase on the islands, previous 

recent sales begin to add up and trends can become 

clearer.  In the almost 3 years I have lived on 

Coochie I have noticed big changes in our local 

market.  3 years ago the only enquiry I had was 

“what is the cheapest house you’ve got?”  Now more 

than 60% of my enquiry comes from people looking 

for a quality home to retire to, with as many modern 

conveniences as possible.   

 

Very few people these days can afford a holiday 

home, and these homes are now the hardest to sell on 

Coochie.  Many buyers now are looking for 

properties in the $400,000 - $650,000 bracket. 

 

I would be delighted to discuss any of this with you. 

 

For those of you who do not already know, I have 

recently joined LJ Hooker Cleveland.  I am 

continuing to work and specialise on all the islands, 

as well as the mainland. 

 

Happy New Year! 
 

 

With Catherine Goldwater, LJ Hooker Cleveland 
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ISLAND ORGANISATION CONTACTS    All listings printed in good faith. Please contact Editor to update  

       listing. 
 
       

JP Services 
Ian Rowland……………………………………………………………………………………….…3207 8221 / 0409 619 270 
Kayleen Sherry………………..…………………………………………………………………………………. 0408 627 544 
Phil Toop………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 3207 0703 
Keith Stebbins……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 0417 792 831 
Mike Gregory……………………………………………………………………………………………………... 0438 077 357 
Progress Association 

President: Craig Carter.……………………………………………………………………………………................... 0439 772 495 
Secretary: Heather  Smith………………………………………………………………………................................. 0433 667 315 
Anzac Day and Remembrance Day Memorials Doug Cope…………………………………………………….. 0421 463 161 
Coochie Art & Craft Markets 

Heather Smith…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 0433 667 315 
Coochie Community Shopping Service (CCSS) President: Geoff Bachus……………………………………. 0407 777 221 

Secretary: Andrew Ross ...……………………………………………………………………………………………… 0400 774 606 
Croquet Club 

Jacqui Pritchard.…………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 3207 0915  
Coochie Foodies 

Russell Austerberry rausterberry@gmail.com ………………………………………………………………………. 0423 860 848 
Jock Allen Memorial Gym 

Chair: David Brown………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 0415 756 800 
Membership: Graham Keech …………………………………………………………………………………………... 0407 024 553 
Men’s Shed President: Bob Corpe………………………………………………………………………3820 7002 / 0412 190 982 
Tennis Court Bookings for Recreation Club Members 

Peter Pritchard…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….3207 0915 
(General Public bookings for Tennis Court are via Curlew Café …………………………………………………. 3207 7207 
Indoor Bowls 

(Monday) Maureen Watson…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 3245 5017 
(Thursday) Noela Chalkley…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 3820 8816 
Coochie Art Group President: Jan Cox ………………………………………… ………………………………….. 0407 780 154 
Poetry & Writing Group Terry Byrne ………………………………………………………………………………… 0423 095 983 
Seniors Ted Dilworth……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 3820 6758 
Isle of Coochie Golf  
President: Brian Aitken………………………….………………………………………………………………………. 0409 265 925 
Vice President: Martin Newton……………………………………………………………………………………….... - 
Secretary: Jacqui Christensen……………………………………………………………………………………….... 0417 075 928 
Captain: Wayne Nugent………………………………………………………………………………………………... 0407 335 934 
Coochie Hackers Golf (meet 2

nd
 Saturday of every month) 

President: Cheryl Curtis……………………………………………………………………………………………….... 0427 850 498 
Coochiemudlo Island Heritage Society Inc 

Keith Stebbins……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 0417 792 831 
Recreation Club 

President: Denise Foley………………………………………………………………………………………………… 0413 176 990 
Secretary: Peter Webb…………………………………………………………… ……………………………………. 3820 8732 
Bushcare Kevin Childs………………………………………………………………………………….……………… 0437 938 953 
Coochiemudlo Island Coastcare Vivienne Roberts-Thomson………………………………………………….. 0411 226 363 
Op Shop Marion O’Garey………………………………………………………………………………………………. 0418 759 228 
Surf Life Saving Secretary: Katrina Kerr ……………………………….……………………………………………. 0448 109 762 
Coochiemudlo Library Wednesday and Saturday 9.00 to 11.00 - Range of DVD's & Books 
Norma Green…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 3207 8895 
Jane Morganti……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 3207 9245 
Catholic St Rita’s Parish 11.00 am Saturday at Community Hall …………………………………………………TBA 
Coochie Community Family Church 9.15 Sundays Pine Ridge Chapel, 11 Shirley  St Rev Barry Reed…… 0405 633 048 
Rev Pam Reed…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 0405 046 345 

Deadline for March 2019 issue is Friday 15 February 2019! Be quick! Space Limited! 

COOCHIEMUDLO ISLAND ONLINE 
 

Coochie Island News https://smallislandstories.com/coochieislandnews/  
 

Visit Coochiemudlo https://www.visitcoochiemudlo.com/ 
 

Coochie Hub https://coochiehub.com/ 

 

mailto:rausterberry@gmail.com
https://smallislandstories.com/coochieislandnews/
https://www.visitcoochiemudlo.com/
https://coochiehub.com/
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Accommodation Services 
Gindabara………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 0488 886 000 
Oasis on Coochiemudlo……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 3207 7600 
Point Lookout, North Stradbroke Island Classic Beach Shack…………………………………………………… 0407 478 301 
 

Accountant / Taxation / Business Services / Accounting Software / Bookkeeping 
Taxation and Business Consultants…………………………………………………………………………………. 3245 1466 
 

Builders/Carpenters 
Steve O’Hara Licensed Builder & Carpenter………………………………………………………………………... 0430 504 778 
 

Cafes, Restaurants, Takeaway 
Curlew Café…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 3207 7207 
Oasis on Coochiemudlo Island……………………………………………………………………………………….. 3207 7600 
Red Rock Café…………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 3207 8181 
 

Coaching – Professional and Personal 
Moze Crozier, Campfire Coop, Workplace and Organisation Transformation…..……………………………… 0411 398 157 
 

Concreting 
Tony Grant, All Concreting and Excavation…………………………………………………………………………. 0417 634 603 
 

Contractors – Property Maintenance, Landscaping, Handyman, Machinery Hire 
Coochie Contractors…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 0497 955 500 
 

Electricians 
John Horton Lic: 72939 (2019)……………………………………………………………………………………...... 0412 742 331 
 

Furniture Removals 
Bay Island Transport…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 3206 8633 
 

Health & Beauty Services 
To be announced – hairdressers get in touch!  
 

Marriage Celebrants 
Sherryn Filip…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 0407 531 400 
 

Painting and Tiling 
Sanya Seth, Text for Enquiries ………………………………………………………………………………………. 0404 724 134 
 

Real Estate Agents 
LJ Hooker Cleveland, Catherine Goldwater…………………………………………………………………….…… 0402 274 830 
 

Termite Services & Pest Control 
Shane Poole, Consolidated Termite Services & General Pest Control..…………,…breeze63@bigpond.com  0422 395 548 
 

Transport – Mainland Pick-Ups and Deliveries 
Bay Island Transport…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 3206 8633 
Coochie Contractors………………………………………………………………………………………………….… 0497 955 500 
 
 

 

 
 

A big thank you to the following businesses for booking ads for a 12 month period! 
 

Catherine Goldwater, LJ Hooker Cleveland & Coochie Contractors! 

 

 
 

Thank you for supporting your local news and information source for 

Coochiemudlo Island and the Redlands!  

Shop and support local! 
 

 

Kindly sponsored by 
 

07 3206 8633 
admin@BayIslandTransport.com.au 

www.BayIslandTransport.com.au 
 

Servicing the Redlands and all Bay Islands since 1974 

Editor’s Note:  Hope you enjoyed the first issue of Coochie Island News, a re-launch of Coochie’s newsletter after a 

hiatus of about 9 years. I’m very grateful for community and business support and the help of Cath McGregor of Modern 

Day PA. Thank you to my sponsor Bay Island Transport and the advertisers in this issue who together made publication 

of Coochie Island News possible! 

 

https://moderndaypa.com/
https://moderndaypa.com/

